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An EmOC study done in Northern Ghana in 2005 indicated 
the availability of midwives had the highest protective effect 
on maternal deaths, reducing the case fatality rate at Health 
Units by 80%. 
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The presence of a 
midwife at birth can 
mean the difference 
between life and death. 
 
Thoraya A. Obaid  
UNFPA Executive 
Director Message on 
International Day of 
the Midwife 
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contact Geeta Lal at lal@unfpa.org, or Abigail Kyei at a.kyei@internationalmidwives.org 
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Anatomical models 
being distributed in 
Madagascar. 
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Participants at the ECSACON meeting in Lusaka, 
September 2009 

Regional Midwives Workshop organized in Uganda to 
disseminate needs assessment findings 


