
Royal College of Midwives

Student Midwives’  
19th Annual Conference
The New Generation: 
Stepping Stones to the Future
Thursday 26 November 2009, Manchester Central

This important event has been designed to inspire, support 
and give confidence to the new generation of students to move 
forward and make the transition to midwife. It will explore the 
challenges ahead in your professional career.

This year we will be considering the role of fathers and what 
makes a good mentor as well as exploring the challenges of 
delivering normal birth and working with new technologies. 
There will also be spotlight sessions where students can voice 
their opinions on the big issues.

This is your conference – make it a 
success by booking your place

www.rcm.org.uk/studentconference

Speakers include:
Professor Cathy Warwick CBE
General Secretary,  
Royal College of Midwives 

Sheila Kitzinger 
Social  Anthropologist,  
Natural Birth Pioneer and Author 

Michel Odent 
Leading Author and Obstetrician 

Duncan Fisher 
Chief Executive, Dad Info 

Polly Ferguson 
Nursing Officer, Office of the Chief Nurse, 
Welsh Assembly Government 

Professor Marlene Sinclair 
Professor of Midwifery Research, 
University of Ulster and Northern Ireland 
RCM Board Member 



SESSION 3 - SUPPORTING THE NEW GENERATION

13.30	 ��Welcome from Session Chairs
Naomi McClenagan, Shakera Bowmen, Katrina Cotterral, 
Student Midwife Working Group Members

13:35	 �Supporting Midwives: panel discussion

	 •	� Achieving a work-life balance
Polly Ferguson, Nursing Officer, Office of the Chief Nurse, 
Welsh Assembly Government

	 �•	 �The clinical learning environment and recruitment: 
new developments
Professor Paul Lewis, Associate Dean – Midwifery, 
Rehabilitation & Health Sciences, Bournemouth University, 
RCM Fellow and RCM Council Member

	 �•	 �Making the most of your supervisor: 
building a partnership
Judith Kurutac, North West LSA 
(Local Supervising Authority) Midwife 

 �	� •	 �Supporting and training mentors: grading of 
clinical practice
Michelle Lyne, Midwifery Adviser,
Nursing and Midwifery Council

14.00	 Questions and discussion focusing on
	 students’ experiences and expectations

14.20	 Refreshments, networking and exhibition
	

SESSION 4 - CLOSING PLENARY

14.50	� Student spotlight session: students’ reflections
Each member of the group will share personal  
passions about midwifery. 

15.30	 �New birth technologies
In conversation with…  
Professor Marlene Sinclair, Professor of Midwifery 
Research, University of Ulster and Northern Ireland and  
RCM Board Member 

15.50   	 Closing reflections and prize draw
	 Liz Stephens, President, Royal College of Midwives

16.00	 Conference closes

19:00	 Conference dinner 
	� Join guests from the RCM Annual Conference for the 

RCM social event of the year

Agenda 
(Subject to change)

Register online today: 
www.rcm.org.uk/studentconference
Tel: 020 7324 4330 • Fax: 020 7490 8830

09:00	 Registration, refreshments and exhibition 

SESSION 1 - ACHIEVING NORMAL BIRTH

10.00	� Welcome from Session Chairs 
Jocelyn Bradish, Joanna Oliver and Catherine Foy, 
Student Midwife Working Group Members

10:05	 �Opening address
Protecting and promoting normality
Professor Cathy Warwick CBE, General Secretary, 
Royal College of Midwives

10.20	� Making normality a reality: panel discussion

	 •	� What is ‘normal labour’ in practice today?
Debby Gould, Head of Midwifery, University College 
London Hospital and Current Chair, RCM Council

•		� A woman’s experience
Professor Tina Lavender, Professor of Midwifery, 
University of Manchester

•		� Impact of choice
Sheila Kitzinger, Social Anthopologist, Natural Birth 
Pioneer and Author

•		� The role of the midwife
Dr Kenda Crozier, Lecturer and RCM Research Fellow, 
University of East Anglia 

•		� The importance of relationships for keeping 
birth normal 
Professor Billie Hunter, Professor of Midwifery, 
Swansea University, Wales 

10.45	 Questions and discussion

11.00	 Refreshments, networking and exhibition

SESSION 2 - THE ROLE OF FATHERS

11.30	� Welcome from Session Chair 
Grace Thomas, Consultant Midwife, 
Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust and Visiting Fellow, 
University of Glamorgan

	� Fatherhood debate: birth is no place for a father
Grace Thomas will set the scene, summarising the midwifery 
evidence. We will hear arguments for and against from:

	 Michel Odent, Leading Author and Obstetrician 

	 Versus

	 Duncan Fisher, Chief Executive, Dad Info

12.00	� Delegates will take a vote followed by 
questions and discussion

12.15	 Buffet lunch, networking and exhibition

	� A ‘future generation’ themed graffiti board 
will be available for participants to share views, for  
example, on what newly qualified midwives  
want from the RCM, students’ experiences of  
their stepping stones towards qualifying and ideas  
for improving mentorship. (Details are correct at time of print April 2009)



To Register -
Please photocopy this booking form for additional delegates.
Complete all relevant sections of this form and either: 
7	 Fax: 020 7490 8830
8	 Online: www.rcm.org.uk/studentconference
* 	� Post: �Neil Stewart Associates Ltd, PO Box 39976, 2nd Floor,

1 Benjamin St, London EC1M 5YT
Alternatively call us on 020 7324 4330 or email us at 
customer.services@neilstewartassociates.co.uk

Paper sourced
from sustainable
forests
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Chlorine  
Free(ECF)
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Royal College of Midwives

Student Midwives’  
19th Annual Conference
The New Generation: 
Stepping Stones to the Future
Thursday 26 November 2009, Manchester Central

Delegate Rates 
Please select the relevant rate from the list below

RCM  
Student Member

o £45.00 + VAT (£51.75)

Non member  
o £50.00 + VAT (£57.50)

Conference dinner 
o I would like to attend the conference dinner 
(Thursday 26th November) £59.00 + VAT (£67.85)

Attend day-two of the  
RCM Annual Conference
o £80.00 + VAT (£92.00)

Fees include all day access to the event, available conference papers, buffet 
lunch and refreshments, for registered delegates only. Fees do not include 
travel costs or accommodation. Shared places are not permitted.

Unable to attend?
I am unable to attend this event please give me access to 
the materials online at www.policyreview.tv after the event.

	�Downloadable documents and podcasts
£50.00 + VAT (£57.50)

www.policyreview.tv has exclusive access to all Neil Stewart 
Associates events - for more details visit us online. Annual web 
subscriptions start at £450.00 + VAT (£517.50)

Terms and Conditions

This booking form constitutes a legally binding agreement. Payment 
must be received in full before the event. We are not responsible for 
the non-arrival of confirmation documents: if, by 7 days prior to the 
conference, you have not heard from us, contact us using the phone 
number on the brochure. Cancellations made in writing before 
Friday 6th November 2009 will be subject to an administration fee, 
amounting to 35% of the liable fee. All cancellations made after this 
date will be liable for the full delegate fee. Although substitutions will 
be accepted if notified in writing prior to the event, non-arrivals will be 
liable for the full fee.

All our conferences are recorded and the content is made 
available on www.policyreview.tv. If you do not wish to be filmed, 
your voice recorded or your photograph taken please email 
customer.services@neilstewartassociates.co.uk giving your name and 
the conference you will be attending.

Data Protection

The personal information you provide will be held on a database by 
Neil Stewart Associates Ltd, its subsidiary companies and The Royal 
College of Midwives. By registering for a conference, Neil Stewart 
Associates and The Royal College of Midwives can provide you with 
information relating to your booking and other Neil Stewart Associates 
and The Royal College of Midwives services via email, direct mail, 
telephone or fax. If you do not want to receive this information please 
write to the Database Manager at Neil Stewart Associates. Your details 
may also be made available to other carefully selected companies.  
o Please tick here if you do not wish to receive information from third 
parties.

Overseas delegates

Delegates from outside the UK who book to attend an NSA conference 
must send their remittance in time to clear funds before a one-day 
conference. Bookings from overseas delegates will be subject to the 
cancellation policy specified on the booking form.

Delegate Information	  
Title (Mr/Ms/Dr/Prof/Other)

Full Name

Place of Study

Email

Address

	 Postcode

Tel No.	 Direct Line? (Yes/No)

Fax No.

I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below

Signature

  HOW TO PAY	 Please tick the relevant box below

o	 Invoice	 Please send an invoice to: 

	 Purchase order number (if relevant)

o	 Cheque	 I enclose a cheque for £	 made payable to Neil Stewart Associates Ltd

o	 Credit Card	 We can accept the following credit cards:		           

Please debit:	 £	 from Mastercard/Eurocard/Visa/Maestro/Delta   

Card No:	 Expiry date of card:

Maestro Issue No:

Name (as on card):	

Issuing Bank:

Cardholder’s address:

	 Postcode:

Signature:

  Additional Requirements	 Please indicate any additional requirements below

Booking Code

sh251s



The purpose of this  
year’s conference:
•	 Meet and network with hundreds of midwifery 

students from across the UK

•	 Find out how to make the most of your mentor

•	 Hear from leading midwifery experts and leaders on 
the differing roles of the midwife

•	 Learn about achieving choice and other 
developments affecting the profession

•	 Consider contentious issues surrounding ‘normality’ 	
during childbirth

•	 Debate the role of fathers

•	 Discover and discuss options on postgraduate 
education

•	 Examine the challenges students are facing and new 	
opportunities and solutions

•	 Gain an insight into the impact of the clinical learning 
environment on recruitment 

Sponsorship and  
exhibition opportunities
To learn more about the exciting opportunities to exhibit and 
sponsor please contact: Mark Baker 020 7324 4349

Email: mark.baker@neilstewartassociates.co.uk

Unable to attend?
Find access to the materials online at www.policyreview.tv after 
the event. Downloadable documents and podcasts are 	
£50.00 + VAT (£57.50).

www.policyreview.tv has exclusive access to all Neil Stewart 
Associates events - for more details visit us online. Annual web 
subscriptions start at £450.00 + VAT (£517.50).

Attend day-two of 
the RCM Annual  
conference for  
just £80 + VAT (£92)

www.rcm.org.uk/
annualconference


