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Why do lesbian
Vm disclose their
There are five factors that influence
lesbians’ decision to disclose their
sexuality to midwives during
pregnancy, according to new
research presented yesterday.

Lecturer in midwifery at
Dundee University Elaine Lee
said that the first factor was that
gay women felt invisible during
pregnancy unless they mentioned
their sexual orientation.

Gay women wanted to rectify
the presumed heterosexuality of
pregnant women, she said.

The second factor was a wish to
be upfront with their midwives.

‘They want to avoid wrong
footing their midwife or being seen
as misleading,” said Ms Lee.

The third factor was a need to
be themselves.

Ms Lee said lesbhians wanted
to refer to their partner as ‘she’
rather than having to remember
to change the personal pronoun
to ‘he’.

They also wanted to be seen
as a couple with the pregnant
woman wanting recognition for
her partner.

And finally, gay women felt
they were entitled to being treated
well - something that would be
covered by NHS equality and
diversity policies.

Top honour for Kiwi
midwife

Former president of the New
Zealand College of Midwives
and ICM Council member Sally
Pairman has been made a Member
of the New Zealand Order of Merit
for her services to midwifery:

For 20 years, Ms Pairman has
worked towards establishing
education and regulation systems
for New Zealand midwives.
Her work has resulted in full
pre-registration education at
degree level and the formation
of the Midwifery Council of New
Zealand. The ICM would like
to congratulate Ms Pairman on
this honour.
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Congratulations to Pauleene Hammett - the winner of yesterday's
crossword. Please come to stand 103 to collect your £50 cash prize.

Congggés

ubscribe to
MIdWIVeSs

— the first choice for
midwifery professionals

www.rcm.org.uk e Tel. +44 (0)20 8950 9117 e rcm@alliance-media.co.uk



