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Why do lesbian 
women disclose their 
sexuality?
There are five factors that influence 
lesbians’ decision to disclose their 
sexuality to midwives during 
pregnancy, according to new 
research presented yesterday.

Lecturer in midwifery at 
Dundee University Elaine Lee 
said that the first factor was that 
gay women felt invisible during 
pregnancy unless they mentioned 
their sexual orientation.

Gay women wanted to rectify 
the presumed heterosexuality of 
pregnant women, she said.

The second factor was a wish to 
be upfront with their midwives.

‘They want to avoid wrong 
footing their midwife or being seen 
as misleading,’ said Ms Lee.

The third factor was a need to 
be themselves.  

Ms Lee said lesbians wanted 
to refer to their partner as ‘she’ 
rather than having to remember 
to change the personal pronoun 
to ‘he’. 

They also wanted to be seen 
as a couple with the pregnant 
woman wanting recognition for 
her partner. 

And finally, gay women felt 
they were entitled to being treated 
well – something that would be 
covered by NHS equality and 
diversity policies. 

Top honour for Kiwi 
midwife
Former president of the New 
Zealand College of Midwives 
and ICM Council member Sally 
Pairman has been made a Member 
of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
for her services to midwifery.

For 20 years, Ms Pairman has 
worked towards establishing 
education and regulation systems 
for New Zealand midwives. 
Her work has resulted in full 
pre-registration education at 
degree level and the formation 
of the Midwifery Council of New 
Zealand. The ICM would like 
to congratulate Ms Pairman on 
this honour.

NEWS
Crossword

1 A bacterium for instance (13)
7 Anatomical body (6)
9 Friar’s tincture? (6)
10 May be used to protect a wound (5)
11 Occupational Health Nursing Sister (abbrev) (4)
13 Craving during pregnancy (4)
14 Accredited Prior Experiential Learning (abbrev) (4)
15 Midwives try to avoid injury to this sphincter (4)
16 Deep unconsciousness (4)
17 Previously cited (abbrev) (4)
19 A bicornuate uterus has more than one (4)
20 Amnion which envelops the fetal head (4)
21 Relating to 21 down (5)
23 Measurements of liquid volume (6)
24 During pregnancy, the cervix does (6)
25 Blood clots which surround dead embryos (8.5)

1 Abnormally small head (13)
2 Anatomical crown of the head (6)
3 Responsibility (4)
4 ‘Where there’s a will, there’s - ---’ (1.3)
5 Introduce drop by drop (6)
6 Providers of nutrition for babies (7.6)
8 Midwives take care when dealing with these! (9)
9 Inflammation of the penis (9)
12 Liquids may be administered using one (5)
13 Midwives should never do this! (5)
16 The centre of a deep wound (5)
18 Digit (6)
21 It determines a characteristic (4)
22 An underground stem (4)

D
O

W
N

AC
R

O
SS

1

7

19

23

21 22

24

20

11 12 13

8

14

16

9

17 18

15

2 3 654

10

25

COMPLETE THE 
CROSSWORD AND 

HAND IT IN TO STAND 
103 (NEAR THE RCM 

STAND) AND YOU 
COULD WIN 

£50

Editorial Emma Godfrey, Carol Harris, Julie Griffiths, Maura O’Malley 
Design Dani Corbett, Sam Kestevan Advertising Steve Grice, Giorgio Romano 
Production Gary Smith Printing Montgomery Litho Group

Emotional aspects of being a midwife on a clinical shift 
were explored at the ‘Peeling onions’ drama workshop 
– each person represented a different pressure

Room capacity
Some delegates have been turned 
away from educational sessions due to 
limited seating capacity and ultimately 
for health and safety reasons.

The Scientific Programme Planning 
Committee regrets this, but it is 
impossible to predict the popularity 
of sessions.

To enhance delegates’ attendance, 
please try to arrive at the session of 
your first choice prior to its start. Please 
have a second choice in mind, if you 
are turned away.

Gentle reminder
Lunch vouchers are valid everywhere 
except McColl’s shop and the Gallery 
Bistro.

Delegates who mistakenly believed the 
Bambino Mio merchandise was free 
during the welcome reception are 
asked to please return it.

FURTHER NOTICES

Congratulations to Pauleene Hammett - the winner of yesterday’s 
crossword. Please come to stand 103 to collect your £50 cash prize.

PLEASE NOTE: Workshops 6 and 9 are linked so only those 
attending workshop 6 will be admitted to workshop 9.
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