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Strengthening Midwifery Globally

ICM PRESIDENT OPENS MIDWIFERY SYMPOSIUM IN WASHINGTON D.C.

Symposium on Strengthening Midwifery:
Saving Lives and Promoting Health of
Women and Newborns

D.C.
5 -6 June 2010
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On 5 and 6 June 2010, ICM and UNFPA in collaboration
with partner organisations WHO, GHWA, JHPIEGO, FIGO,
UNICEF, and the World Bank organized an international
symposium on strengthening midwifery in Washington
D.C. The symposium aimed to raise awareness of the
critical role of midwifery services (including education,
regulation and association development) in achieving
MDGs 4, 5, and 6. The one and a half day event brought
together midwives and others with midwifery skills,
leading UN agencies, civil society, policy makers, and
donors engaged in strengthening midwifery education and
the quality of midwifery services. Participants shared
experiences on the particular challenges facing midwifery,
and the event culminatedwi t h t he
Actiond key partners in
midwifery services. (See page 2 for full text).
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In her opening address at the symposium, ICM President,
Bridget Lynch, referred to Education, Regulation and
Association Development as "the three pillars of the
mi dwi fe workforce.. .6 I f one
continued, then the midwife workforce is weakened". She
identified the need for a comprehensive set of midwifery
competencies for the long term, and challenged the use of
'ad-hoc' arrangements in countries where midwifery duties

In this Issue
Global Call to Action
Global Celebrations for IDM
Update: ICM Triennial Congress
News from Members

N OO wWwN

—
—

Conferences and events

were undertaken without midwifery education or super-

vision. She called on the Global Alliance of organisations to
find ways of addressing the bias against midwifery in some
countries, and commended the effort that had brought
midwives and partners together to address the specific
needs of the midwifery workforce. UNFPA Executive
Director, Thoraya A. Obaid, called for global attention to
investing recruitment, education and
improved conditions for midwives. She said that the global
movement to make pregnancy and childbirth safer was

in

dependent on "making more people aware of the role of
midwives and those with midwifery skills in saving the lives

of mothers and newbornso. FI G
Serour, called for the strengthening of midwifery
organisations and an increase in the number of

midwives, especially in the developing countries, saying
that "ninety percent of maternal deaths can be avoided if
midwives can practise their full range of competencies”

A series of working sessions followed, with participation
from internationally renowned midwives. The ICM session
0The Role of Midwives in Addr
chaired by Bridget Lynch and moderated by ICM Secretary
General, Agneta S Bridges. It included a presentation on
Essential Competencies for Basic Miadwifery Practice,
followed by a panel discussion. Subsequent sessions
examined the roles of Education, Regulation, Association
Development, and Scaling up Midwifery. A tribute was also
made to two senior midwives, Imtiaz Kamal from Pakistan
and Ruth Lubic from the United States, their

contributions to a lifetime of midwifery.

for

ICM President, Ms Bridget Lynch , (left) and UNFPA Executive
Director, Ms Thoraya A. Obaid addressed the opening session of
the Midwifery Symposium. (Photo courtesy of UNFPA)
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A GLOBAL CALL TO ACTION: STRENGTHEN MIDWIFERY TO SAVE LIVES AND
PROMOTE HEALTH OF WOMEN AND NEWBORNS

Maternal Mortality: Still the greatest health and gender inequity in the world

We, midwives and other health professionals of the world and development partners, gathered here on the occasion of the
Women Deliver Conference in Washington DC, June 2010, share the view that bold and unprecedented action is required
to achieve Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 5: Improve Maternal Health and the newborn component of MDG4:
Reduce child mortality. Today 99 per cent of maternal and newborn deaths occur in developing countries. Each year more
than two million women and newborns die needlessly due to preventable causes related to pregnancy, childbirth and
post-partum conditions. Millions more suffer disabilities. When a woman dies, her children are less likely to receive
nutritious food and educat i on. ovihg théimhgaltwarerkeyntd achidviny adl of theM®DGsi mp r
We know what to do & it is a cost-effective investment. There is international consensus on the set of evidence-based and
cost-effective solutions required to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe and every newborn is
healthy. Central to these interventions is a high quality workforce supported by a functioning health system. Midwives, as
part of this workforce, provide the continuum of care needed by pregnant women and their newborns from the
community to the hospital level. Midwives and midwifery services save lives and promote health Up to 90 per cent of
maternal deaths can be prevented when midwives and personnel with midwifery skills are authorized and supported by
the health system to practice their full set of competencies, including basic emergency obstetric and newborn care. In
addition midwives improve the sexual and reproductive health of individuals and couples, including adolescents, by
providing family planning services and counseling, and HIV prevention, including the prevention of mother-to-child
transmission of HIV. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), some 334,000 midwives are needed to fill the
gaps in high-mortality countries by 2015.

A Call to Action to strengthen midwifery

We pledge to join forces with governments, civil society, and other partners to continue supporting implementation of
World Health Assembly Resolution 59.27 on Strengthening nursing and midwifery and initiating a global movement to
strengthen midwifery services. This will ensure rapid progress in achieving MDG 5 and contribute to the achievement of
MDGs 4 and 6 (to reduce child mortality; and combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases). In response to the UN
Secretary Gener al 0 s Joint Acti on Pl an for Womenos and Childrend
investments in midwifery services now and to make this a high priority at the UN Summit on the Millennium Development
Goals in September 2010 and beyond. We «call on governments to address the following vital areas:

1. Education and trainingfi Provide education and training in the essential competencies for basic midwifery practice. Build
institutional capacity, including strengthened clinical training, post-graduate programs and research. Increase South-
South collaboration to expand the production of midwives with evidence-based quality training.

2. Legislation and Regulationii Strengthen legislative and regulatory frameworks to ensure midwives have appropriate
standards of practice and are regulated to practice their full set of competencies as defined by the WHO and the
International Confederation of Midwives (ICM). Also, ensure immediate notification of maternal deaths.

3. Recruitment, retention and deploymentii Implement national, costed health workforce plans and strengthen
management capacities of Ministries of Health regarding training, recruitment, retention and deployment of the midwifery
workforce, as per The 2008 Kampala Declaration and Agenda for Global Action on Health Workers and which is vital to
increasing access to midwifery services for poor and marginalized women.

4. Associationfi Strengthen national professional midwifery associations to promote the profession, improve standards of
care, participate in policy making at regional and national levels, and establish closer collaboration with other professional
organizations, especially obstetric and pediatric societies.

Finally, we call on development partners & particularly the G8 and G20 & to provide long-term support to countries
seeking to strengthen midwifery services by investing in a midwifery workforce as a fundamental step towards a
functioning primary health care system that can deliver for women and newborns, fostering a healthier future for all.
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Articles and Updates

Selection of pictures and stories from ICM and members and partners for the

International Day of the Midwife, 5 May 2010

The World Needs Midwives Now More than Ever!

To mark the International Day of the Midwife 2010,
Thoraya A. Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA and Agneta S
Bridges, ICM Secretary General, issued the following joint
statement:

Each year hundreds of thousands of women die and three
million newborns do not survive the first week of life
because they lack access to maternity health services and
skilled midwifery care. For every tragic maternal death
another 20 women face serious or long-lasting illness or
disabilities such as obstetric fistula.

On the International Day of the Midwife, the International
Confederation of Midwives and UNFPA are calling on the
governments of the world to urgently address the shortage
of 350,000 wor |l dwi de
sai d, 0No die tI
investment is needed to provide midwifery skills and life
saving services and to make midwives a priority within
health programmes, policies ar

mi dwi ves
woman shoul d

The | CMG s Agnet a Bridges s a
urgently needed in many communities that are hard-to-
reach, have insufficient midwives or are affected by
c onf | The UMFPA and ICM point out that midwives can
prevent up to 90 per cent of maternal deaths where they are
authorized to practice their competencies and play a full
role during pregnancy, childbirth and after birth. They have
a critical role in providing family planning, counseling, and
preventing HIV transmission from mother to child.

As the world gears up for the 10-year review of the
Millennium Development Goals, both organisations will be
campaigning to increase funding for goals 4, 5 and 6 to
reduce child mortality, improve maternal health and combat
HIV and AIDS. We look forward to the high-level Midwifery
Symposium from 5-6 June in Washington D.C., immediately
preceding the Women Deliver Conference. The symposium
aims to raise awareness around the core role of midwifery
services in achieving MDGs 4, 5 and 6; address challenges

in global standards on education and regulation of
midwives; and strengthen midwifery services.

International day of
the midwife

5 May 2010

waw intersahanalmitwives arg

ICM Video 8 Bridget Lynch

The ICM President addressed the world's midwives
on May 5 2010. In a short video, Bridget Lynch spoke
about the need to further strengthen midwifery
worldwide in order to reduce maternal and newborn
mo r t al Http:y/éimeo.com/11476204.

From the Royal College of Midwives & UK
Focusing on Maternal Morbidity: Obstetric Fistula

The RCM celebrated the international day of the

mi dwi fe by holding a oligh
session with colleagues at the RCM HQ in the
morning and then hosted an event in the afternoon
to raise awareness of morbidity in childbirth. It
focused on obstetric fistula 8 a needless tragedy
suffered by thousands of women due to lack of
skilled attendants. Details of the event and a
publication on obstetric fistula can be accessed at:
http://www.rcm.org.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.ax
d?AssetlID=111422&servicetype=attachment.



http://vimeo.com/11476204
http://www.rcm.org.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=111422&servicetype=attachment
http://www.rcm.org.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=111422&servicetype=attachment
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FIGO statement for IDM

Skilled Midwives Essential For Safer Maternal, Newborn

And Reproducti veFlGBeal th, 6 say

FIGO reiterated its commitment to the highlighting of
International Day of the Midwife on 5 May 2010, and
continued to collaborate with professional midwives and
their organisations towards securing the best maternal,
newborn and reproductive health for women globally.

F | G Gtance: Putting the Case for Midwives

The International Federation of Gynecology and
Obstetrics (FIGO) is the only global organisation
representing gynecologists and obstetricians, with
member associations in 124 countries/territories. It
strongly believes that there are very good reasons for
obstetricians and gynecologists, as individuals and as
societies, to collaborate closely with midwives to help
strengthen midwifery associations for the following
reasons:

ACredibility

While working at the national level, a partnership
between two major collaborators in maternal and
newborn health increases credibility.

ASustainability

Achieving results in maternal and newborn health, and
other areas of sexual and reproductive health and rights,
requires systematic work over long periods. Working
together increases the chances of achieving a methodical
timetable.

ASuppl ementing each other in
Obstetrician-gynecologists and midwives have different
professional strengths, roles and competencies. Working
together on defined activities can make these strengths

act in synergy for stronger overall effect.

ANet working

Midwives and obstetrician-gynecologists often have
different channels through which they network eg in
government, within the health system and with other
national partners. Collaboration gives access to a larger,
joint network.

ADifferent perspectives

Doctors and midwives often have different backgrounds,
which may prompt new viewpoints when considering
different population groups. This may help to enhance
joint projects undertaken.
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AOrganisational strengths

An ob/gyn society is often organisationally stronger
than its respective national midwifery society. Replacing
aspects of professional rivalry with mutual interest to
strengthen each other should be the main goal in order
to improve the health of women and newborn
worldwide.

FIGO, midwives and Safe Motherhood

FIGO puts a high value on the essential role of midwives
in its work towards eradicating maternal and child
mortality and calls for greater implementation of skilled
staff 6on the groundd. T wthe c
FIGO Maternal and Newborn Health Initiative and the

FIGO Saving Mothers and Newborns Initiative -
concentrate on the need to improve the experience of
safe motherhood in developing countries.

FIGO, midwives and global partnerships

In addition to its work with midwives through its major
projects, FIGO has recently participated in joint
statements with the ICM and other partners. These
emphasise the close links that have formed between
FIGO and other relevant global organisations concerned
with advocating good reproductive health.

e Adolescent Reproductive Health and Adolescent
Pregnancy (ICM-FIGO-IPA)

e Family Planning: A Key Component of Post-
Abortion Care (ICM-FIGO-ICN-USAID)

/0% \
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The full article can be accessed on the FIGO website at:

http://www.figo.org/news /%E2%80%98skilled-midwives—
essential-safer-maternal-newborn-and-reproductive-
health%E2%80%99-says-figo



http://www.figo.org/news/%E2%80%98skilled-midwives-essential-safer-maternal-newborn-and-reproductive-health%E2%80%99-says-figo
http://www.figo.org/news/%E2%80%98skilled-midwives-essential-safer-maternal-newborn-and-reproductive-health%E2%80%99-says-figo
http://www.figo.org/news/%E2%80%98skilled-midwives-essential-safer-maternal-newborn-and-reproductive-health%E2%80%99-says-figo
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FROM THE SOCIETY OF MIDWIVES INDORE CHAPTER,
AND CHOITHRAM COLLEGE OF NURSING, INDIA

The Choithram College of Nursing under the aegis of the
Society of Midwives, Indore Chapter, organized a
colloquium on 5th May for the International Day of the
Midwife, f ol |l owing the theme 0T
Now Mor e T h ahe olfectéves dvere to reinforce
the importance of interpersonal relationship with the
client; to provide a platform for sharing views on
Interpersonal relationship and to discuss the protocol to
be followed in the labour room.

Dr. Usha Ukande, Principal of the Choithram College of
Nursing introduced the colloquium. Role-plays were
performed by final year students of obstetrics on
different aspects of communication. Feedback was then
taken from the audience. This was followed by a
discussion on positive aspects of communication such as
greetings, smile and touch therapy.

A protocol on the first stage of labour was discussed
with the labour room staff, including various aspects of
history taking, general examination, preparations,
evaluation and documentation. A special tribute (a
Certificate of Honour) was presented to the most senior
staff of the labour room, Mrs. Manorama Rajput, who
started her service in 1977 and has worked as an ANM
staff for the past 33 years. She was also presented with a
shawl and a token of Rs. 5000/-. Staff nurses found the
colloquium very effective for improving their
communication skills and to follow the protocol on the
first stage of labour in their routine care.

RO, MBS
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SOCIETY OF MIDW/VES |
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INDIA- Tribute presented to Mrs. Manorama Rajput
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FROM THE HONG KONG MIDWIVES ASSOCIATION

This year, the Hong Kong Midwives have chosen a very

meaningful way to celebrate t
Mi dwi fed. On 5 May 2010, a ©6s
practiced was organized, with

platform for sharing and discussion of the midwifery
practices. Midwives from our nearby Macau and
Guangdong provinces were invited to join those from
Hong Kong, to come together, exchange views and gain
insights from each other. The backdrop on the stage with
the theme 6The world needs mi

ever® has highlighted the i mp
that midwives have made to the world.

HONG KONGSharing Forum on Midwifery Practice

The program of the day was divided into 2 sessions, and
with a total of 9 presentations. The first session focused
on the current midwifery practice to improve care for
mothers and babies and keeping birth normal, like the
use of non-pharmacological pain relief methods and
ways to reduce episiotomy rate. It has echoed with the
strategic direction of the Maternity units of the Hospital
Authority to try to bring the episiotomy rate down in the
coming 3 years.

The second session reviewed the process of changing
practice. Midwives who have successfully implemented
evidence-based practice in their units shared their
experiences and skills in making these changes possible.
The sharing forum has encouraged a very fruitful
discussion among midwives from various sectors and
helped to promote the profession. One obstetrician
reflected at the end of the forum that he had a strong
feeling that midwifery in Hong Kong has become a
profession on its own.
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From the White Ribbon Alliance /ICM Celebrate
Midwives Saving Lives of Moms and Newborns

From the Cyprus Nurses and Midwives Association

The I DM theme 2010 o0The Worl
More Than Ever! 6 \apresscelease inltha t
mass media on the 5th of May 2010 in southern Cyprus.

As millions celebrated the International Day of the Midwife,
the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood (WRA) joined
the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) to
recognize the contributions of midwives and to call for
investments to fill the gaps in countries where women give
birth alone or without a skilled health worker at their side.

The Cyprus Nurses and Midwives Association/ Midwives
Committee President, Niki Panayiotou, was invited as
guest speaker on a national radio programme and for the
oCyprus Mai | 6 newspaper. She
theme and specific to Cyprus, the problem of the high
percentage of Caesareans and the importance of the
mi dwi f eds rol e in p r ohirtht

OMi dwi ves are on the frontline
and newborns every day, 6 said
President, Ther esa Shaver. oOWhet her
Washington, DC, midwives have the knowledge and skills to
guide a woman through a healthy pregnancy and safe
childbirth.o

In the afternoon, a commemorative meeting was
organised to welcome retired midwives and thank them
for their outstanding commitment to midwifery during

"This year marks a significant recognition of the absolute their emp|oyment_ Around one hundred midwives were
necessity to grow a strong global midwifery workforce" said present. The ceremony ended with a poem to the

I CM President, Brerigtheneng midwifiery must o Mi dwi fedé written by a natior
be a priority for all governments if we are to achieve the midwife.

Millennium Development Goals by 2015. The world needs
mi dwi ves now more than ever!o

ICM 29t Triennial Congress: Durban, 2011

International Confet
of Midwives

DURBAN 19-23 www. midwives2011.org

Over 600 registrations have been made to date with high delegate numbers from the UK, Australia and the
Netherlands. More than 1000 abstracts were submitted by the May 2010 deadline including a high number from
African countries. This is very encouraging and demonstrates the enthusiasm surrounding the Congress.

Abstracts are currently undergoing peer review and successful submissions will be announced on 1 September.
The super bonus discount rate will remain available to presenters who register before October 2010. Keynote
speakers have also been identified and a list of confirmed speakers will be published in October.

To find out more about the ICM 2011 Triennial Congress, visit the official website: www.midwives2011.org or
read the latest Congress newsletter on www.internationalmidwives.org



file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/r_brega/Desktop/ICM%20SUMMER%20Newsletter/www.midwives2011.org
http://www.internationalmidwives.org/
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News from Members

ICELAND & FROM THE ICELANDIC MIDWIVES ASSOCIATION

The past year in Iceland has been tumultuous due to two
major events; one due to natural causes the other through
human error. The economical crisis that followed the collapse
of the banks has had detrimental effect on all areas of life in
Iceland. The very foundation of the Icelandic welfare system
is under serious threat by strict cost-cutting measures set by
the Icelandic government, under direction of the International
Monetary Fund. The effect of cut backs on basic health care is
brutal and affects both midwifes and their clients. For the
first time in decades new midwifery graduates are facing
unemployment and several older midwifes are collecting
unemployment compensation.

The closing down of rural birthing centres/hospitals has
limited services to pregnant women and their families.

The new trend is to send all birthing women to the few larger
hospital centres. This is both costly and emotionally difficult
for the families, and unsafe because of transport difficulties
during arctic storms & which can close both roads and
airports. This is of great concern to Icelandic midwives, as
there are many examples of closures in towns with a long
commute to the next hospital.

With the recent volcanic eruption at Eyjafjallajokull we were
yet again reminded of the power of nature, and how it can
dwarf man and his modern technology. Volcanic ash spewed
into the atmosphere caused havoc in air travel within Europe
for days, including emergency air services. In spite of the
proximity to the eruption the effect on air travel in Iceland
was small compared to that of many of our neighbours,
thanks to the prevailing wind. We did, however, receive a
worthy reminder of just how important midwifery practices
are in the rural and isolated areas. In one of the remotest
birth centres, Hofn8i n t he sout heast of-
from tohthe fal-oltbadrclosed the airport.
The nearest hospital is over 3 hours drive away.

wi ndo

The only local midwife attending a woman in prolonged
labour called upon assistance from another midwife,
unknown to her, who happened to be on vacation at Hofn.
Together they finished the task, successfully for mother and
baby. In another secluded birth centre, at The
Vestmannaeyjar Islands, midwives accompanied a woman, in
premature labour at 32 weeks, by sea and then by ambulance
to Reykjavik.

The emergency air service was down because of the

eruption. The above picture of the volcano was
taken by the midwife on shore (with her mobile
phone camera), while waiting for the boat to arrive.

The population of Iceland counts 330.000 and the
annual birth rate is just shy of 5000. The infant
mortality rate (IMR) is among the lowest in the
World, or 3.8:1000 of babies born of more than
22wks gestation.

Well-rooted and widespread midwifery service is
one of the redeeming factors in lowering the IMR,
and in Iceland midwives are the primary care givers
during antenatal, birth and post-natal period.

We feel that during financial crises such as we are
presently experiencing, it is of crucial importance to
emphasise the most cost efficient and effective
methods in order to deliver rudimentary, primary
health care.

Midwifery services provide economically efficient
and crucial health care and support throughout the
childbearing year, which must be of utmost
importance for young families right now.

The Icelandic Midwives Association has started a
forum for discussing how midwives envision the
shape of childbirth services in Iceland in the future.
We believe that with joint mission and clear vision
we will prevent harmful cut downs & and thus
catastrophe d in our primary health care.
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BENIN

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE ROLE OF
MIDWIVES FROM WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA IN THE
PREVENTION AND EARLY TREATMENT OF OBSTETRIC
FISTULA

On May 18-19th 2010, the first International Conference of
Midwives from West and Central Africa was held in Cotonou,
Benin. Organised by the President of the Midwives
Association from Benin in collaboration with WAHA
International and UNFPA, the conference explored the role
of midwives in the prevention and early treatment of
obstetric fistula.

National midwife associations from 12 West and Central
African countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo Brazzaville,
Ivory Coast, Cameroon, the Central African Republic, Gabon,
Mali, Niger, Senegal, Chad and Togo) were represented.
Participants also included university professors, doctors,
obstetric gynaecologists and prominent fistula surgeons.
First day presentations focused on: a) the prevention of
fistula through antenatal care services and skilled
attendants at birth; b) The current situation of obstetric
fistula in Benin; and c¢) The role of midwives in the
prevention of obstetric fistula.

Second day presentations centered on early intervention and
referral to treatment centres. For this purpose, participants
were instructed on the use of Foley catheters and the
practical outcomes of such use. All presentations were
followed by invaluable discussions.

An action plan was then designed, focusing on:

- Promoting advocacy among decision makers and
community leaders

- Raising awareness of obstetric fistula among midwives.

SAGES-FENNES %Elll
wnons cums LA Sl

BENIN & African midwives address the issue of Obstetric Fistula
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FRANCE
18 JUNE 2010: FRENCH MIDWIVES ON STRIKE AND
MARCH IN BLACK

French midwives marched to protest against the
weakening of midwifery as a profession and the threat
to the quality of perinatal care in France. The protest,
which was set in motion by a union to object to the low
pay of private practice midwives, was supported by the
French Association of Gynecologists and Obstetricians
(CNGOF) and by other midwives. Midwives symbolically

dressed in black and distributed leaflets to perinatal
health centres during the march.

PARI{ French midwives protest against the threats to midwifery care

NETHERLANDS 8 MOTHERG NIGHT

Ontheeveof Mot her 6s day we comme
night. On Motherds night we
politicians to stand still by the dark side of

motherhood, maternal mortality. This year we gave
several parliamentarians breakfast in bed outside the
house of parliament to highlight the issue of maternal
mortality.

PARLIAMENT SQUARE 8 The Hague, The Netherlands
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SOUTHERN CYPRUS

The 8th European Regional Conference of the
Commonwe al t hFedevatiengvdth the title
0OAdvancing Health through Nur
European Per spect iSosdhed Cypruasn h
12-13 March 2010 by the Cyprus Nurses and Midwives
Association (CYNMA). Expert participants were not only
from Commonwealth Countries but from all over the
world.

Mr Vitor Varela, ICM Board Member Representative for
southern European region was an invited guest. His
presentation focused on ICM history, its vision and
mission, objectives, activities and in particular what ICM
is doing for the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals. Moreover, an action plan was
discussed for the achievement of the MDGS5 till 2015. In
particular, the core strategies associated with the action
plan were presented as follows:

A Ac c efamilyplanning including: counselling,
services, supplies

A Access to quality care for
including: antenatal care, skilled care, immediate post-
natal care for mothers and newborns and

A Access to safe abortion, wh
Despite the reduction of maternal mortality in Cyprus,
there are difficulties to adopt all the above strategies.
Midwives engaged in a debate with Mr. Varela, explaining
the challenges for midwifery in Cyprus, maternity

services provision, the problems - to improve and

upgrade these services, the lack of midwives and the

great problem of the absence of Midwifery Education in

the Island University. The CYNMA Mi dwi ves:¢
expressed their sincere thanks to Mr. Vitor Varela for his
presence at the 8th European Regional Commonwealth

Conference held in Cyprus and for his contribution to

information and empowerment of Cypriot midwives.

CYPRU$8th European Regional Commonwealth Congress
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URUGUAY

This year another meeting of great importance to midwives
in Latin America was held in April in Uruguay at Piriapolis:
the IV NATIONAL CONGRESS OF OBSTETRICIANS MIDWIVES
of Uruguay followed by the first Workshop for Latin
American Federation of University Midwives. The meetings
were centered on the themes of competencies and the
professional autonomy of Midwives.

Representatives of most ICM Member Associations in Latin
America were present, including the presidents of the

mi dwi ves & as sArgentimd, Chile, Ecuaalér, Peru
and Paraguay.

ICM President, Bridget Lynch was a guest speaker. Hilda
Ines Rodriguez, ICM Board Representative for the South
American Region was also a main speaker.

From left

Alicia B. Cilia; President Midwives College of Buenos Aires, Argentina
Hilda Rodriguez ICM Regional Representative for Latin America

Ana Labandera President FLOU

Rosa Elena Lara Valderram&resident of Midwives College of Peru
Bridget Lynch ICM President

Beatriz Giménez President of Midwives Association of Uruguay
Marcia Roballino- President of Midwives Association of Ecuador

Anita Roman Morra President of Midwives Association of Chile

Hilda Bonilla- Director of Midwifery Education of Chile

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

Two new associations have recenyljoined ICM as
members:

Croatia z Croatian Chamber of Midwives
Georgia z Midwives Assaociation of Georgia
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NETHERLANDS
CAMEROON
The Royal Dutch Organisation of Midwives (KNOV) is
involved in a twinning project with the Sierra Leone
midwifery association (SLMA) from 2009 - 2012. We will be
going to the ICM Durban congress with 25 Dutch and 25
Sierra Leone twins. These twins are midwives who are
linked together and who share experiences. A lot of the
. correspondence is done by video. These films can be seen
Assocasfiasar on youtube:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnHnKtcOu9E and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4yKtmvxemw.
Midwives throughout the country are involved in

The Association of Midwives in Cameroon 8 Assocasfiasar
in partnership with WAHA International organised their first
national conference in March.

fundraising activities for this project and have raised
290,000 so far this year!

Ms. Annie Atchoumi, president of the national midwife
association of Cameroon, carried out a conference on
obstetric emergencies presided by the Minister of Health.
The principle objective was to harmonize treatment
protocols to help improve the quality of care for obstetric
emergencies. Over 300 health workers participated through
presentations, group work and plenary sessions which were
covered by the local press. Mrs. Atchoumi has also been
instrumental in setting up a resource center for midwives in
the area of central Africa, of which she has been elected
president.
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CAMEROON Mme Atchoumi and Cameroon Minister of Health
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CONFERENCES AND EVENTS 2010

A 25-27 August 2010: Lusaka, Zambia. Third Quadrennial Scientific Conference: Revitalizing Primary
Health Care and Achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Announcement and Call for Abstracts

A 3-5 September 2010: Rotorua, New Zealand. New Zealand College of Midwives - 11th Biennial
National Conference.

A 16-17 September 2010: Oslo, Norway. Norwegian Association of Midwives. The Midwifery Days 2010.

A 29 September-3 October 2010: Strasbourg, France. Midwifery Today Conference: Birth is a Human
Rights Issue.

A 24-27 October 2010: Durban, South Africa. 7th International Conference of Neonatal Nursing.

A 6-8 October 2010: Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. The Canadian Association of Midwives (CAM/ACSF)
10th AGM, Conference & Exhibit.

A 6-19 November 2010: Montreux, Switzerland. First Global Symposium on health systems research.

A 10-11 November 2010: Limassol, Cyprus. Nursing and Midwifery National Conference, CYNMA.

A 12 November 2010: Slovenia. Nurses and Midwives of Slovenia, Midwives section: National Conference
Midwives Slovenia.

A 19-20 November 2010: Funchal, MADEIRA. ASSOCIACAO PORTUGUESA DOS ENFERMEIROS OBSTETRAS

will hold the 3rd EMA Education Conference.

A 22-26 November 2010: Libreville, Gabon. 11th SAGO Congress/11éme Congres de la Société Africaine
de Gynécologie Obstétrique (SAGO).

A 23-26 November 2010: Uerj, Brazil. 1st Brazilian Congress of Neonatal Nursing.

Links to the conferences above can be found on our Home Page
http://www.internationalmidwives.org
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